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Center for Leadership University honors Alpha Xi
Delta sister after accident
hosts CEO of Perry
Ellis International
JOCELYN TALAVERA
Staff Writer

jocelyn.talavera@fiusm.com

The University’s Center for Leadership
Lectures kicks off with a lecture by the CEO of
Perry Ellis International.
George Feldenkreis arrived in Miami from
Cuba in 1961 with $700 to his name.
He started his career by representing and
distributing motorcycle, automotive and
electronic parts and supplies in Miami. Two
years later, he got into the business of importing
auto parts, cloth, buttons and more. According
to the company’s website, he founded Carfel,
which was his first company.
This led to the founding of Supreme
International in 1967, a company that
manufactured school uniforms and traditional
Latin linen shirts, or Guayaberas.
“For a Cuban refugee who came here with
$700, it’s a great American story as far as I’m
concerned,” Feldenkreis told the Miami Herald.
“I’m so proud to be in America. This could only
happen in America. Whatever I have achieved, I
owe to this country.”
Throughout the years, the company steadily
expanded domestically and internationally
and transformed the brand to an all-around
sportswear supplier.
In 1999, the company officially changed its
name to Perry Ellis International.
“George Feldenkreis is someone who has
been there, done that,” said Garth Headley,
associate director of the Center for Leadership.
“He has seen how time has changed and
what companies need as far as leadership and
executive competence,” Headley said.
The leadership lectures began in 2011 with
the goal of providing the Miami community
access to leadership education. The series invites
accomplished practitioners of leadership from

all around the world to have them share their
experience and knowledge to the community,
according to Headley.
Headley also said that Feldenkreis was the
perfect person to bring to the University.
“We’re hoping that he’ll give us some
pointers about how things have changed and
what trends he sees for the future in developing
leaders [like] what you need to know today to
lead competence for tomorrow,” said Headley.
Every year, the lectures have been more
successful, with hundreds of people attending.
But Mayra Beers, director of operations at the
Center for Leadership, would like to see number
of attendees reach the thousands.
“One of my stretch goals is to eventually
grow this into a one day worldwide leadership
conference,” said Beers.
“I think that, for me, the lectures fulfill the
role of showcasing what we do best at FIU and,
in this case, it’s leadership,” she said.
The leadership lectures are about being
an overall source to a community of students,
faculty and other businessmen, according to
Beers.
Lana Pohlmann, a junior international
relations major, has attended the lectures but
would like to see speakers that pertain to her
major.
“There are so many subjects at this
University,” said Pohlmann.
“A lot of people don’t really know what they
want to do yet, so I think it’s a great opportunity
for us [to hear] representatives in a specific career
path. We could be like ‘Oh, I never thought of
that career path.’’’
The lecture will be held in the Modesto A.
Maidique Campus Graham Center Ballrooms at
11 a.m. on Monday, Nov. 9.
The event is free and open to the public.
Participants must register through the Center’s
website.

Architecture
students awarded for
landscape designs
JULIE WALSH
Contributing Writer
news@fiusm.com

Each year, the American
Society
of
Landscape
Architects
Professional
Awards honors the best
landscape architecture around
the world, while the ASLA
Student Awards honors the
students of the field.
This year, three students
in the University’s College
of Architecture + The Arts
received the awards. The
award presentation took
place on Friday, July 31 in
Orlando, Florida.
“I think it is great that
our students are consistently
receiving awards for ASLA

design awards,” said Ebru
Ozer, assistant professor of
the landscape architecture
program in the CARTA. “We
have been increasing our
department’s visibility for
five years in a row now.”
Andrea
Sandoval,
Malone
Matson
and
Alexis Alvey, studying
landscape architecture and
environmental and urban
design were awarded for
their landscape designs
in the Florida chapter of
the ASLA’s annual design
awards presentation.
The
awards
were
presented to the students in
Orlando, Fla. Professionals
were
also
awarded
throughout the event.

“Students
get
the
opportunity
to
meet
professionals and become
informed about internships
that will help make really
important connections for
their later official job search,”
said Ozer.
Ozer said that having the
University’s name up on the
screen at the venue provides
recognition and elevates
the program value among
professionals.
The student recipients
were featured in ASLA’s
Landscape
Architecture
Magazine, while the full
award list is featured on their
website.

SEE AWARD, PAGE 2
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Runners attend the Cristina Gomez 5K Run, which took place on Sunday, Nov. 1
at the Miami Executive Airport.
CAMILA FERNANDEZ
News Director
camila.fernandez@fiusm.com

University
alumna
Stephanie Jamanca says
Cristina
Gomez
was
sunshine embodied in a
person.
Gomez
was
a
22-year-old senior when
she allegedly suffered a fall
off a bridge on Southwest
104th Street and 149th
Avenue. She soon went
into coma after fracturing
her skull the night of
Monday, May 12, 2014.
Gomez was training
to run the full Miami
Marathon.
“The doctors told us
she wasn’t supposed to
survive,” said Marilyn
Figueroa, Gomez’s Alpha
Xi Delta sorority sister.
“You
could
never
imagine that one of your
best friends would be in
something this tragic,
but I think it’s a blessing
that Cristina is still here,”
said Figueroa, a senior
sociology major.
Nearly 100 University
students waited to learn
about Gomez’s accident
at the Kendall Regional
Medical Center, according
to Figueroa.
Jamanca, who was a
peer advisor with Gomez
in 2012, said she and other
past peer advisors were at
the hospital the first week.
“We were just confused.
It was a hard thing to
sink in and to accept,”
said Jamanca, Center for
Leadership and Service
graduate assistant. “You
just can’t prepare for

something like that.”
Jamanca said she and
Gomez would wake up at
5:30 a.m. together every
day to prepare for freshman
student orientation.
“She was always very
positive. You have those
people that you can call at
3 a.m. Cristina was willing
to be that for everybody,”
Jamanca said.
“She was just full of
love and willing and able
to give it to anyone that
needed it.”
Ana Marquez said
Gomez was more like a
daughter to her than a
niece.
“When I got to the
hospital, I found her
father curved like a baby
on the floor, and he was
sobbing, and I grabbed
him, and I said, ‘David,
tell me, is Cristina alive?’
and he couldn’t talk,” said
Marquez.
“Nobody could take the
place of her mother, but
she was a daughter I never
had.”
Gomez was airlifted
to Shepherd Center in
Atlanta, which specializes
in severe injury or disease.
Both of her parents stopped
working, and some costs
were not covered by their
medical insurance.
The
Cristina
M.
Gomez Traumatic Brain
Injury Foundation was
established this year to
help provide families with
medical care and resources
for their recovery efforts.
Marquez is the president
of the foundation, which
raises money through its
Cristina Gomez 5K Run

events. Members of Alpha
Xi Delta created hashtags
like #prayforcristina and
#Cristinastrong to support
the cause through social
media.
“When people heard
Cristina’s
story,
very
quickly somebody created
the hashtag #Cristinastrong
because that’s how we
felt described Cristina,”
Figueroa said.
According to Marquez,
Gomez is a fighter and a
very determined and feisty
person.
“It was a trait of her
personality. After she
went through a CAT scan,
I grabbed her hand, and I
said, ‘Now I know why
you were so feisty. You
were meant to fight a hard
battle,’” Marquez said.
Gomez can now vocalize
and follow simple body
movement instructions.
Congresswoman Ileana
RosLehtinen
shared
Gomez’s story before
Congress this year after
she spoke with Mark B.
Rosenberg, president of
the University.
According to Marquez,
Rosenberg
met
with
RosLehtinen and shared
Cristina’s story with her
while wearing a bracelet
for Cristina’s cause.
“The fact that he still
wears the bracelet is
such a testament to who
Rosenberg is. He doesn’t
have to sit there and
wear that bracelet. He
didn’t have to talk about
Cristina’s story, but he
did. It gives us [students]
hope,” Figueroa said.

SEE 5K, PAGE 2
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NATION & WORLD
BRIEFS
Nearly 500 arrested at electronic music
festivals in California

Nearly 500 people were
arrested this weekend at two
electronic music festivals in
Pomona and San Bernardino,
authorities said. On Sunday,
the second and final day of
the Halloween-themed HARD
Day of the Dead festival at the
Pomona Fairplex, 162 people
were arrested, according to

figures released early Monday
morning by the Pomona Police
Department. An additional 148
people were arrested on Saturday.
Authorities in San Bernardino
arrested about 180 people at
Escape: Psycho Circus, a two-day
festival that began Friday at the
National Orange Show Events
Center.

Georgia death row inmate’s case reaches Supreme Court
A Georgia death row inmate
convicted of murder when he
was a teenager is about to get
a potentially lifesaving chance
to challenge how his jury was
formed. Timothy Tyrone Foster is
African-American. The 12 Floyd
County jurors who convicted

him in 1987 were all white. On
Monday, the Supreme Court will
consider whether prosecutors
unfairly used race to tilt the jury
selection. The court’s ultimate
decision may reach well beyond
Foster, one of 85 Georgia inmates
on death row.

Turkish ruling party wins back
parliamentary majority
In a surprise victory that
strengthened the hand of Turkey’s
powerful president, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, Turkey’s ruling Justice
and Development Party regained
its parliamentary majority Sunday
after an unexpected surge of support

in a rerun of the June national
elections. Preliminary results gave
the moderate Islamist party, known
as AKP, 316 seats in the 550-seat
parliament, a working majority
but short of the 330 it would need
change the Turkish constitution.
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NEWS

Students run for Alpha Xi
Delta sister after accident
5K, PAGE 1
A Cristina Gomez 5K
Run was held at the Miami
Executive Airport Sunday,
Nov. 1. Hundreds of people
were expected to come,
according to Figueroa.
Alejandra Diaz, a Alpha
Xi Delta member, ran at
the 5K event for Gomez.
“How lucky we are and
how blessed we are to be
able to do something like

this for her,” said Diaz, a
sophomore biology major.
“I ran knowing she
was one of the sisters in
my sorority that can’t run
anymore. I would want to
run for her and do what she
couldn’t,” Diaz said.
Marquez said Gomez’s
faith and relationship
with God was unshakable.
Through her journals, she
had conversations with
God on her family and

friends.
“She always used to
say, ‘When you have a
problem, worry less, pray
more, He’s got you, you’re
going to be fine, you’re not
alone in this,’” Marquez
said.
“We’ve had people
make donations from all
over the world. It’s mind
blowing.”

Architecture students
awarded by ASLA
AWARD, PAGE 1
Students are only allowed to enter their
projects into ASLA if they’re enrolled in a
landscape architecture program at a Florida
college or university during the academic year.
“It’s one thing to have an idea, but you need
to produce many diagrams showing research,”
said Matson. “It takes a lot of research, analysis
and ‘pen-to-paper’ design to express what might
seem like a simple idea.”
In the University’s architecture program,
faculty advisors meet with students on a weekly
basis for one-on-one discussions about their
designs.
Sandoval, now working on her masters,
started her project on symbiotic adaptation in
April 2013.
“The studio class lasted about three months
and after graduation, I kept working on the
project to improve it and complete the storyline,”
said Sandoval. “In total I’ve probably worked on
it for more than 5 months.
The architecture school has a full print studio
where students can 3-D print, or laser-cut,
material to make models for a design.
According to Ozer, after a student’s design is
finished, it takes several days to format, edit and

submit their work.
“I really appreciate the students who take
their time to do that,” she said.
Students may enter projects as individuals,
teams or student/faculty collaborations. For
collaboration or team entries, each individual
must distinguish their contribution.
Ozer says the high reputation of the ASLA
awards program is partially due to the juries that
are put together each year to review submissions
sent by students and professionals.
“Students submit their work without
including their personal information, so their
identity is basically hidden,” said Ozer.
The ASLA seeks to put together juries
that represent different types of people in the
profession. This ranges from private, public and
institutional practices to diversity in professional
experience, geography, gender and ethnicity.
“The jury panel who judge the project is very
respected,” said Ozer.
Matson said being awarded by ASLA and
its jury panel is an asset for an aspiring young
landscape architect’s portfolio and resume.
“The reward makes all those hours of hard
work feel recognized and appreciated. It makes
it feel worth it,” she said.
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Disturbing facts about drone strikes leaked
JUAN SALAMANCA
Contributing Writer
opinion@fiusm.com

We in the west are blessed with
the luxury of holding death at arm’s
length. We typically do not worry
about it when we look toward the
blue sky.
A child in Yemen looks towards
the cloudless sky and trembles,
for death can come swiftly and
mercilessly.
From any moment, an
American MQ-1 Predator drone,
rendered invisible by its 50,000foot operating altitude and small
size, can fire an AGM-114 Hellfire
missile that lands with an explosive
impact that lives up to its namesake.
This is the reality that many
children in the world-spanning
battlefield of the Global War
on Terrorism, or the Overseas
Contigency Operation, face.
With
boots-on-the-ground
operations
being
politically
unfeasible post-Iraq war, drones
are the signature tool of its counterterrorism program. Their mission:
targeted killings.
For most of its existence, the
program has operated under a
totalitarian logic that would make
the Stasi blush. According to the
Washington Post, it is justified
by a secret legal rationale, targets
anywhere in the world are to be
selected by secret authorities from
a secret kill list and the criteria for

inclusion is also a state secret. The
operation is then vetted in a secret
process.
The administration released a
document in 2013 detailing some of
the procedures of approving a lethal
force operation but it presents very
little detail of the process.
Until recently, that is.
This past October, The
Intercept received a cache of secret
documents from an anonymous
source revealing the process and
results of the drone program. What
it reveals is startling.
Washington has always held the
lives of civilians killed during war in
deep contempt. It is well known that
collateral damage in drone strikes
has been referred to as “bugsplat”
and yet the documents show that
any life vanquished by an American
drone is a victory to the eyes of the
military machine.
The documents indicate that
anyone killed in a drone strike, even
if not directly targeted, are classified
as Enemies Killed in Action. The
label is deeply misleading as the
Pentagon puts forth little effort to
verify the identities of those killed.
The label is only removed if
posthumous evidence emerges to
prove the innocence of those killed,
meaning that even if you actually
are not combatant against the United
States, you are presumed guilty.
Worse still, nine out of the ten
people killed by American drone
strikes are classified as EKIAs,

meaning that those killed are
overwhelmingly civilians.
The Intercept’s source states that
US statements that minimize civilian
casualties are “[exaggerations], if
not outright lies.”
The anger over the sheer
amounts of civilians killed in a drone
strike creates more anti-American
militants vowing vengeance, and
the more of those that exist, the
more drone strikes are conducted
to stamp them out, which kills more
civilians, and so on and so forth.
The drone program will essentially
perpetuate itself.
The intelligence apparatus
behind the program is Orwellian in
its scope. Thousands of people are
watchlisted and given numbers and
code names. Their movements are
tracked based on making calls to
certain countries.
With little intelligence gathering
by humans, the verification that
these phone numbers are actually
connected to terrorist organizations
is sketchy.
If you’re a Pakistani abroad and
you call your mother one too many
times and make an ill-timed trip to
your home country, then you and
your family might get struck with
an American lightning bolt.
And perhaps, what is most
chilling about the drone program,
is not necessarily anything revealed
in the documents, but the way it is
talked about.
The program of systematic

murder is simply seen as a regular
feature of foreign policy. The
President even cracked a joke about
murdering the Jonas Brothers with
a drone.
It is talked about as if it were an
entitlement from a social program,
a mere transaction. The victims are
denied their foundational humanity;
white blobs on a computer screen
cut to bits, charred and eviscerated
into a black and red mass, a sacrifice
to the altar of American freedom.
No presidential candidate is
even remotely considering ending
it.
Seen as neat little doohickeys to
entertain enthusiasts and kids with,
the normalization of the drone into
our culture pushes us ever further
into the abyss, making it less likely
that Americans will speak out about
them.
The media will give little
thought to it; weeks have passed
since The Intercept has released
these documents and all anyone
seems to want to talk about is the
absurd horse-race of a presidential
campaign for an election that is well
over a year away.
There are no practical limitations
to the drone program. You are at the
whim of military bureaucrats.
If you are even remotely
considered a suspected enemy of
the United States, anywhere on the
planet, beware.
If you’re not, well, you better
hope you’re not anywhere near one.

China ends One-Child Policy, increases to two
FABIENNE FLEURANTIN
Contributing Writer
opinion@fiusm.com

After
decades
of
restricting the increase of
their birth rates, China has
ended its One-Child Policy,

stating that all couples
are allowed to have two
children instead of one.
This change came
after “fears that an aging
population could jeopardize
China’s economic ascent,”
wrote Chris Buckley of the

New York Times.
Overwhelmed by the
growing population, the
One-Child Policy was
implemented in the late
1970’s, limiting couples
to only having one child.
Disobeying this law led

COMPUTER AND THE BRAIN

Angel Banegas/The Beacon
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to harsh consequences,
especially for women.
According to Radio
Free Asia, males are
valued more in society
than females due to their
physical and financial
obligations to the family.
“Medical advancements
and technology played
a key role in creating
this surplus of boys,”
said Susan Scutti of
Newsweek, making way
for early determination of
the sex of the fetus.
Women
felt
the
pressure to produce a
son and if unsuccessful,
they would resort to
sex selective abortions
and infanticide, killing
newborn infants. Girls
were twice as likely to die
in their first year of life as
boys.
This has led to 13
million abortions per year,
and during its period, the
One-Child policy has
averted over 400 million
births.

Due to a skewed
gender ratio, men had
difficulties looking for
wives, perpetuating human
trafficking.
Women from other
parts of Asia, like
Myanmar, Laos, Vietnam,
Thailand and Malaysia,
were kidnapped as foreign
brides, and forced into
marriages with Chinese
bachelors. Others would
come as migrant workers,
with false promises of
finding
employment,
falling victim to sexual
exploitation.
While
exploring
cultures within China,
author Charles K. Bergman
found that “for many young
women who may only have
had a very basic elementary
education and who are
from China’s poorer areas,
the quickest way to boost
their incomes is through
prostitution.”
For the full story, visit
fiusm.com
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Board of Governors to
discuss online education
The next meeting for the Board
of Governors of the State University
System and all of the trustees of Florida’s
public colleges will be held at Florida
International University. One of the
topics of the upcoming meeting will be
the future of online education in the state
of Florida.
During the meeting, the BoG will lay
out a strategic long-term plan for online
education that will be in place for the
next 10 years. As far as anyone knows,
Florida is the first state whose colleges
are working together to decide where
online education will be in the year 2025.
According to “FIU Beyond Possible
2020,” the plan is to increase the number
of online classes by 15 percent, from 25
percent to 40 percent. Hybrid courses
will make up 30 percent of these courses
by 2020; as of right now they make up
eight percent.
Hybrid courses have a portion of
traditional face-to-face teaching replaced
by web-based online learning.
We at The Beacon hope the BoG’s
long-term plan for online education will
make online courses more affordable and
accessible to students pursuing a higher
education.
FIU students could benefit from this
as most of our students are commuters
who are tasked with balancing school,
work and family. This leaves very little
time for students to commute to class in
person. Online courses would allow them
to pursue their education from home or
from wherever it is convenient for them.
This could also benefit students that
take courses at the Biscayne Bay Campus
and must commute between the the
main campus and the north campus. For
students, this commuting on the Panther
Shuttle costs $5 round trip.
University students who study abroad
or who take internships during the year
would also benefit from online courses to
continue advancing their degree.
Taking the majority of their classes
online could cut the costs for students and
save them time as well. Online courses
are becoming a common occurrence in
academia. According to the National
Center for Education Statistics, one out
of four students in college took an online
course in Fall 2012.
However, not all University programs
would completely benefit from more
online courses. For example, Jamie
Sutton, chair of the English department,
said to Student Media in July 2015 that
he hopes to accommodate the online
goals to a friendlier version of the
English classes.
Sutton’s proposal to the percentage
of online classes is 60 percent traditional
courses, 20 percent hybrid courses and
20 percent online. This proposal could be
considered by the Board of Governors.
However, we would like to hear from
the BoG if each university could create a
unique online course plan.

EDITORIAL POLICY
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of the editor in chief, management, and the editors of each of the five
sections. The Beacon welcomes any letters regarding or in response to its
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Talented sisters star in binge-worthy shows
NETFLIX BINGE

T
h
e
entertainment
industry has
its fair share
of
famous,
t a l e n t e d
families, be it
in the music
b u s i n e s s
or film and
CAYLA BUSH
television.
FOX
has
capitalized on one famous
family, giving the Deschanel
sisters their own primetime
shows which are both available
on Netflix.
Emily and Zooey Deschanel,
daughters of Academy-Award
nominated
director
Caleb
Deschanel and actress Mary Jo
Deschanel, are both well known
in their own niche markets for

their acting chops.
Emily, star of FOX’s fall
hit show “Bones,” plays Dr.
Temperance Brennan, an ultralogical forensic anthropologist
that plays a major role in solving
major crimes that are investigated
by the FBI. The show takes its
name from Brennan’s loving
nickname, Bones, due to her
knack for bringing life to bones
of her victims.
Bones
works
alongside
her handsome partner, highly
decorated FBI agent Seely Booth,
played by David Boreanaz and
a team of “Squints,” the term
of endearment given to the
scientists that also work in the
Jeffersonian Institute’s Forensic
Division.
The main squints are forensic
pathologist Camille Saroyan,

portrayed by Tamara Taylor,
forensic
entomologist
Jack
Hodgins (T. J. Thyne) and artist
Angela Montenegro, portrayed

while working towards their
PhD.
The show is a hit, drawing in
millions of viewers even in its

What starts as an almost rag-tag team of intelligent and
talented individuals quickly grows and settles into a family
that helps each other deal with issues ranging from abuse
suffered as children to being stalked by a serial killer.

by Michaela Conlin; there is also
a rotating team of “Squinterns”
that work within the institute

11th season. What starts as an
almost rag-tag team of intelligent
and talented individuals quickly

grows and settles into a family
that helps each other deal with
issues ranging from abuse
suffered as children to being
stalked by a serial killer.
The show’s first 10 seasons
are available on Netflix, and
while it may take more than a
weekend to get through each
episode, it’s more than worth it.
The characters are each not only
lovable, but believable as well.
It’s highly likely that Bones
has a difficult time becoming
attached to people because of her
abandonment issues stemming
from her childhood.
In addition, it’s a show that
depicts personal growth and
development, something that’s
rare these days.

SEE NETFLIX, PAGE 5

Nearby restaurant lives up to name, provides quality meals
During my weekly
trip to Chipotle with
my mom, I notice
a restaurant in the
plaza called PDQ.
What the heck is
PDQ?
With my curiosity
GABBY ARZOLA
senses tingling (and
my stomach rumbling), my mom and
I ditch Chipotle and make our way to
this mysterious restaurant.
Immediately as I walk in, an
employee welcomes me with a smile
and says, “Hi! Welcome to PDQ!”
As I look around, I notice that the
restaurant doesn’t have a specific
theme, but it is clean and welcoming.
The menu was very family friendly
with chicken tenders, chicken nuggets,
sandwiches, salads, shakes and eight
homemade dipping sauces to choose
from.
My mom ordered chicken nuggets
and I got the grilled chicken salad with
blueberry-ginger vinaigrette dressing.
Oh, and a Cheerwine!
As we were waiting for our food,
we often take this time to go to the
bathroom to wash our hands, but not
this time.
Right before the hallway to go to
the bathrooms, there is a large steel
trough where guests can wash their
hands with soothing lavender soap.
It may seem silly, but anytime when PBQ Grilled Chicken Salad with Blueberry-Ginger vinaigrette
I can avoid touching a bathroom door
handle, it means a lot to me.
The nuggets were also tasty. Lightly battered and
Within minutes, the same employee who first fried until golden brown, these nuggets were juicy,
welcomed me, goes on the speaker and says “Come crunchy and perfect for dipping.
on down Gabby, it’s PDQ time!”
With eight homemade sauces to choose from, my
As I get my meal, I notice a sign that explains favorite is Buffalo Bleu. A mix of bleu cheese and
what PDQ means: “People Dedicated to Quality.”
buffalo sauce, it has the heat, but is toned down by
They weren’t wrong.
the cheese.
My salad had a generous amount of warm chicken
The Cheerwine is a perfect way to top off these
and the blueberry-ginger vinaigrette was light and meals. No, it’s not wine. It resembles a Dr. Pepper
tangy. The cold and crisp vegetables like shredded Cherry, but it is slightly less fizzy.
carrots and lettuce made the salad refreshing and
PDQ serves fresh, tasty and quick meals. This
filling.
would be a perfect spot to go with family, friends or
BEACON BITS

Gabby Arzola /The Beacon

dressing and Cheerwine Soda.
even by yourself. For those who don’t like chicken,
there are also turkey options.
With “happy hour” everyday from 3-5 p.m.,
guests can get 50 percent off each milkshake. And
now, they are serving their limited edition apple pie
shake, so I’m definitely going back for more.
Beacon Bits is a weekly column about food for the
college student on the weekends. Gabby Arzola was
not given free food, she paid for it. For suggestions
of nearby restaurants, please email Gabby at gabby.
arzola.com
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Caloric intake also Sisters’ series
an important factor perfect for
in healthy lifestyles binge watching

A s i d e
from making
poor
food
choices, most
people have
no idea how
many calories
they
should
KAEYLA SAYAGO
consume on a
daily basis.
They unknowingly eat
foods high in calories and have
no control over their weight.
By knowing how many
calories one should eat, as
well as how many calories
the foods we eat contain, we
could dramatically decrease
obesity and become a healthier
society.
In order to determine
correct calorie consumption,
we first need to understand
what a calorie is and how it
relates to the quantities and
types of food we eat.
According to muscleforlife.
com, a calorie is defined as
“the amount of energy required
raising one kilogram of water
by one degree Celsius.”
Our bodies burn calories for
energy; we replace that burned
energy by consuming more
calories in the foods we eat.
Now, you may be wondering
what all of this means and how
you can apply it to your own
life.
It’s actually quite simple;
SDA HEALTH

basically, a calorie is what
makes up food along with
fats, protein and all the other
nutrients.
In a sense, the number of
calories a certain food contains
is the amount of energy it
should give your body. We
need to figure out how many
calories our bodies require
before we can start counting
our calories.
To identify how many
calories an individual requires,
a tool called a Basal Metabolic
Rate Calculator, also known as
a BMR Calculator is used.
To use this calculator,
simply input your age, weight
and height and you’ll receive
an estimate of how many
calories you should consume
on a daily basis to maintain
your weight.
Most BMR Calculators
also have a feature where
you can input your physical
activity levels and your weight
goals to adjust your calories
accordingly.
To find these calculators,
search “BMR Calculators” or
simply visit: bmrcalculator.
org.
Once you’ve determined
how many calories your body
needs on a daily basis, you’re
ready for the next step. You
can now establish how many
calories are in the foods you

eat and track them.
Some consider this a burden
but it can be very simple.
There are several free
smartphone apps, such as
MyFitnessPal, Calorie King or
Fat Secret that keep track of
your calories for you.
All you have to do is enter
the food and it tells you its
caloric content. This makes
counting calories so much fun.
The best way to have
success in your fitness goals
may be to count your calories.
The only true way you can
know what you’re putting
in your body and how it’s
affecting your weight is by
tracking the caloric density of
the foods you eat.
Download an app and try
it out for at least two weeks.
You’ll
definitely
notice
improvement in your weight
goals.
Kaeyla Sayago is a member
of the Student Dietetic
Association. SDA Health is
a weekly column written by
members of the Association.
The column is published on
Wednesdays. For suggestions
concerning health topics, email
the SDA Health contributors
at life@fiusm.com.

NETFLIX, PAGE 4
It shows everyday struggles
and workplace issues that
anyone is likely to face. It’s
a human show about life and
death and the many ways that it
affects people.
Each show is an hour long,
and at 22 episodes a season,
binge watching can take a while,
but each hour passes quickly.
Zooey stars in “New Girl,”
part of FOX’s summer lineup,
and plays Jessica Day, an overly
enthusiastic, almost child-like
elementary school teacher who
moves in with a group of men
following a messy breakup.
What reads as a horrible
plotline makes for hilarious
television.
Nick Miller, Jess’s love interest
and resident grump, Schmidt, the
loft’s pretty-boy douche, Winston
Bishop, the sensitive athlete,
Coach, the group’s aggressive
over-achiever, and CeCe, Jess’s
model best friend and object of
Schmidt’s affection, each play a
role in toughening up Jess and
occasionally getting her into
comedic binds.
“New Girl” drew in around
two million viewers during
its fourth season; while the
numbers aren’t as large as those
of “Bones,” viewers are still

5

treated with top-notch talent and
comedy that is not always as
obvious as the plot, and the show
is a relatively bright-spot on the
network’s lineup.
The show is perfect for
twenty-somethings in need of a
laugh and realistic television every friend group has members
that resemble the characters
which helps in making the show
believable.
The sexual and romantic
tension, over-the-top shenanigans
and adventures of the roommates
is not only characteristic of the
“old enough to know better,
too young to care” feeling that
many twenty-somethings have,
but also space enough for the
characters to mature and develop
with viewers, a quality that helps
extend the life of a series.
“New Girl” episodes are only
30 minutes long, and an average
of 24 episodes a season will
make catching up on this show a
breeze. Seasons one through three
are now available on Netflix,
with season four coming to the
streaming series late this year or
early 2016; season five premieres
on FOX in January 2016.
Netflix Binge is a weekly
column published on Wednesdays.
Send show suggestions for Cayla
to cayla.bush@fiusm.com.

‘Suffragette’ full of ‘handsome period
detail,’ brings life to fight for rights
STEVEN REA
TNS Staff
The Philadelphia Inquirer

Is Carey Mulligan singlehandedly reliving the story
of the women’s movement in
the U.K.? In “Far from the
Madding Crowd,” released
this spring, the actress was
Bathsheba Everdene, Thomas
Hardy’s headstrong Victorian.
She inherits a farm, runs it with
sweat and savvy, and goes in
pursuit of the independent life
— a daunting task given that
men are in control, and three of
them come courting.
Jump ahead about 40 years,
and Mulligan is Maud Watts, a
Londoner who toils long hours
at a giant laundry, keeps her
head down and accedes to the
wishes of her piggish boss, even
if it means submitting to his
molestations — something he
has been doing since she began

working there, still practically a
child.
But in “Suffragette, written
by Abi Morgan (“The Iron Lady,
“The Hour) and directed by
Sarah Gavron (“Brick Lane),
Maud has finally had enough.
A fictional tale set amid the
real world of early 20th century
England, the film tracks
Maud’s political awakening
and radicalization. One day,
she’s a low paid, hard-pressed
working woman — a wife and
mother, too (Ben Whishaw is
her spouse, Adam Michael Dodd
is George, their son). The next
day, she’s addressing Lloyd
George in Parliament, falling in
with a band of rock-throwing,
mailbox-bombing activists, and
getting carted to jail by clubwielding police.
“Suffragette is full of
handsome period detail, the
London streets teeming with
horse-drawn carts, old trolleys,

bicycles, and the earliest
automobiles. The soot and grime
of East London rowhouses lend
a marked contrast to the stately
manses on the posh side of town.
Hats, coats, frocks, even the
policemen’s uniforms — it’s a
costume drama to be sure.
But the drama becomes very
real, very fast, when windows
are broken and buildings
torched, when Maud — her job
and her child taken from her — is
arrested and sent to prison. Like
the real-life suffragette Emily
Wilding Davison (portrayed in
the film by Natalie Press), Maud
goes on a hunger strike and is
eventually force-fed — a rubber
tube shoved down her gullet.
Mulligan, who often looks
as though she’s on the brink of
tears, has plenty of reason to
feel that way in “Suffragette.
The men in power are disdainful
and dismissive; the voting-rights
campaign has been going on,

unsuccessfully, for close to 50
years, and peaceful protestations
have gotten women nowhere.
Maud’s husband, by no means
a lout or a brute, nonetheless
can’t take his wife’s newfound
political zeal seriously. It’s
easier to accept the patriarchal
line: Women lack “the calmness
of temperament and balance
of mind” to exercise political
judgment.
Helena Bonham Carter is a
pharmacist who holds meetings
of the Women’s Social and
Political Union (WSPU) in her
back room, and Romola Garai
is a society wife determined
to bring about change. Meryl
Streep shows up with her best
British accent (but not the one
she used as the U.K.’s first
female prime minister, Margaret
Thatcher, in “The Iron Lady),
playing WSPU leader Emmeline
Pankhurst, standing at a
balcony to offer a “never give

up the fight” speech. Brendan
Gleeson has the more slippery
role of a police inspector
trying to persuade Maud to
turn informant. He gives her
his card and his most piercing,
pragmatic, sympathetic look.
If we now take a woman’s
right to vote and to hold public
office for granted, “Suffragette”
reminds us that it wasn’t that
long ago when things were
different.
Wives,
mothers,
factory
workers,
teachers,
artists, even the (few) female
scientists and doctors — a
hundred years past, not a one
could choose the politicians who
represented them in government,
who wrote the laws.
And so the women took to the
streets and defied those laws.
“We break windows,” that
firebrand Maud Watts says. “We
burn things. Because war is the
only language that men listen
to.”
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TAKE NO PRISONERS

Krono Lescano/ The Beacon

Prop Kerri-Ann Elaise clutches the ball during the FIU Women’s Rugby game against FSU on Saturday, Oct. 31 at the Intramural Fields.

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL

Panthers drop first home conference game

STEFANO RIVERA
Contributing Writer
sports@fiusm.com

On Sunday, Nov. 1, the women’s volleyball
team hosted the University of Texas at San Antonio
Roadrunners, as it began its final homestand of the
season. Coming into the game, the Panthers were
a perfect 5-0 at Lime Court against Conference
USA opponents.
As good as the University has been at home,
the Roadrunners were too much to handle. The
Panthers fell in four sets with scores of 17-25,
27-25, 9-25 and 17-25 and fall to 13-10 (7-5
in C-USA). UTSA improves to 18-7 (9-2 in
C-USA) and are currently in second in the C-USA
standings.

The Roadrunners controlled the first set as
junior outside hitter, Dajana Boskovic, finished
with seven kills. Boskovic would finish the match
with a game-high 21 kills.
“I think she had a really good match today,”
head coach Rita Buck-Crockett said, “she passed
well, she hit well from back row. They used her.”
The Panthers managed to tie up the match
in the second set behind strong play from junior
middle blocker, Katie Hogan. Hogan totalled four
kills and posted a hitting percentage of .364. The
team was down 6-16 towards the beginning of the
match, but showed enough fight to split the first
two sets.
UTSA took a 2-1 lead after winning the third
set in dominating fashion. The Roadrunners held
the Panthers to a hitting percentage of -.241 as
FIU finished with 10 errors on only three kills.

In the final set, UTSA closed the deal with 14
total kills and a hitting percentage of .225. Once
again, the Panthers struggled to hit, as they finished
with a hitting percentage of .026. Sophomore
outside hitter, Tia Clay, led the Panthers with four
kills.
As a team, FIU finished with 32 kills and 29
errors, while posting a hitting percentage of .020.
The team got outplayed in every facet of the
game, including the blocking column.
“They are a very disciplined team. They have
one way and they just do it,” Buck-Crockett
said, “if they make a mistake, they go back and
continue the same thing. They just chisel away.”
Along with Boskovic, sophomore outside
hitter, Marijeta Runjic, finished with 15 kills for
UTSA. Freshman setter, Amanda Gonzales,
collected a match-high 44 assists. The Roadrunners

totalled 56 kills, a final hitting percentage of .250
and eight aces. Defensively, they posted 72 digs
and 10.5 total blocks.
Senior outside hitter, Lucia Castro, totalled 11
digs, which moved her to fifth all-time in program
history. Freshman setter, Dominique Dodd, led
the team in assists with 17.
The Panthers will host Western Kentucky
University, on Friday, Nov. 6 at 1 p.m. WKU is
currently atop the C-USA standings at 24-3 (11-1
in C-USA) and ranked No. 20 in the nation.
Buck-Crockett said, “We have to get more
disciplined. We have to try to get (our focus) back
before Friday.”
If the Panthers want to pull off the upset, they
will need to learn from their mistakes and improve
on their home conference record.

FOOTBALL

Disappointing performance costs FIU Shula Bowl

When
two
archrival
teams
play against each
other, generally
you throw each
team’s
record
out the window
because anything
JACOB SPIWAK
can happen. That
statement is especially true when it
comes to the rivalry between FIU
and Florida Atlantic University and
we once again witnessed why on
Saturday, Oct. 31.
Despite having a significantly
better record and being an overall
better team all season long, the
Panthers went into Boca Raton and
got smoked by FAU. The Owls (2-6,
2-3) defeated FIU (4-5, 2-3) by a score
of 31-17 and the score didn’t even feel
that close as the game continued to
unfold.
Injuries did play a key role in this
game, with inactive players for FIU
including their top tight ends Jonnu
JAKE’S TAKES

Smith (sprained knee) and Ya’Keem
Griner (missed his second consecutive
game with a foot injury), two of their
top running backs Anthony Jones
(hamstring injury) and Anthon Samuel
(sprained ankle) and junior defensive
tackle Imarjaye Albury (illness).
Losing this many key players
makes winning very difficult for
anybody, but there’s still no excuse for
how poorly FIU played.
FAU played like the superior team
on Saturday. Plain and simple. From
the first drive of the game until the very
end, they outmatched the Panthers
on both sides of the ball as well as
special teams. The Owls moved the
ball seemingly with ease, while FIU
rarely saw a drive that didn’t end in a
turnover or punt.
The glaring problem for this FIU
team all season long has been their
defense, specifically against the run.
After having a nationally ranked
defense under former defensive
coordinator Josh Conklin just a season

ago, new coordinator Matt House
leads a group that no longer poses
much of a threat at all.
Instead of forcing FAU to commit
turnovers, which is essentially
what won them the Shula Bowl
last season, they allowed freshman
running back Trey Rodriguez and
senior quarterback Jaquez Johnson to
combine for 158 rushing yards on just
29 carries.
Whether the issue is coaching
(which many signs seem to point
to) or simply all of the returning
defensive players aside from Jeremiah
McKinnon and Anthony Wint taking
major steps back on their own, there
needs to be a drastic change if FIU
hopes to avoid more embarrassment
in their final three regular season
games. This defense looks much
less aggressive than they did under
Conklin in 2014 and FAU became
the most recent team to exploit FIU’s
tentative defense.
Unfortunately for the Panthers,

their issues on Saturday did not end
with the defense. The banged up and
inexperienced offensive line hasn’t
been good for FIU all season and they
played their worst game of the season
against the Owls. Alex McGough
wasn’t given a chance all afternoon, as
he was sacked seven times and forced
to rush his throws several other times.
Running back Alex Gardner
played almost every snap due to the
injuries to Jones and Samuel, and
the lack of holes created by his line
saw him get taken down at the line
of scrimmage a handful of times.
Gardner did break off a few nice runs
and actually finished with over 100
rushing yards for the first time this
season, but that didn’t translate to the
scoreboard for FIU.
What does this loss mean for FIU?
Well, unfortunately, it more than
likely ends any realistic chance the
Panthers had to play in a bowl game
after the regular season. With three
games left on the schedule, two of

which being against the only teams
that are undefeated in Conference
USA play (Marshall University and
Western Kentucky University), I find
it extremely unlikely for FIU to win
the two games necessary to become
bowl eligible.
As unlikely as it is for FIU to defeat
Marshall and/or Western Kentucky,
their next game is much more
winnable. The Panthers will return
home to take on the lone winless
team in C-USA play, the University
of North Carolina at Charlotte 49ers.
FIU will be favored to win this game
easily, but after what we saw over
the weekend against FAU it’s worth
repeating: anything can happen.
“Jake’s Takes” offers commentary
onthe University football team with
predictions or recaps of gameplay.
For commentary, email Jacob at
jacob.spiwak@fiusm.com.
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MEN’S SOCCER

Panthers shut out in second consecutive game

DAVID DRUCKER
Staff Writer
david.drucker@fiusm.com

In their last home match of the
regular season, Florida International
University’s men’s soccer team
(9-5-1, 3-3-1 in Conference USA)
played the University of New Mexico
Lobos to a 0-0 draw on Saturday, Oct.
31. Although the Panthers offense
kept pressure on the Lobos’ defense
all match, UNM goalkeeper Jason
Baeulieu made eight saves to hand
FIU their second consecutive scoreless
effort.
FIU dominated the contest in every
offensive category besides goals.
The Panthers attempted 21 shots to
New Mexico’s five. The Lobos only
landed one shot on goal, which junior
goalkeeper Arthur Clapot saved. The
Panthers also took 10 corner kicks to
the Lobos’ four.
Many Panthers attempted to find
the back of the Lobos’ net, but failed
– eight different Panthers attempted
shots in the match. Sophomore Brad

Fountain led FIU in shots with four.
Although regulation provided
FIU with plenty of chances, overtime
afforded the Panthers even more
chances. Senior Daniel Gonzalez had
a good look on a strike in the 99th
minute, but it was deflected away by
UNM. Junior Deshawon Nembhard
had another look off of Gonzalez’s
rebound, but it was also saved.
The Panthers took six shots to the
Lobos’ zero in extra time, but two
periods of overtime was not enough
for FIU to gain an advantage as they
settled with UNM at 0-0.
After leading the nation in scoring
for weeks, the Panthers rank as fifth in
the nation in with an average of 2.36
goals per game as of Oct. 29. FIU has
now been shut out in four outings this
season, three of which came against
C-USA opponents. The Panthers’
second straight shutout is likely to drop
them out of the top ten in scoring.
The Panthers will complete their
regular season schedule with a road
matchup versus #16 University of
Kentucky on Saturday, Nov. 7 at 7 p.m.

Megan Tait/The Beacon

Defender Paul Marie fights for control of the ball at the game against New Mexico Saturday, Oct.
31 at the FIU Soccer Stadium, where they tied.

WOMEN’S SOCCER

Women’s soccer unable to make Conference USA playoffs
SANTIAGO ARCHIERI
Contributing Writer
sports@fiusm.com
The Conference USA women’s
soccer tournament will begin at
Florida International University
on Wednesday, Nov. 4, but the
Panthers will not be a part of it.
With the bracket officially
released, FIU finished three points
shy of a spot in the Conference
USA tournament.
FIU had a chance to make the
tournament when they played in
their final regular season match on
Sunday, as the Panthers hit the road

to Charlotte against the 49ers.
Charlotte came into the match
winning just one of their previous
eight games, and they also looked
to end the season on a strong note
as it was their final game as well.
For FIU, they looked to end
a three game losing streak, but
instead were downed 3-1 to end
their season with four straight
losses. The Panthers were able to
score for the first time in the last
four games, but their lone goal was
not nearly enough.
The first half was packed with
action and it all started in the

17th minute when Victoria Febar
scored off a cross. The 49ers added
pressure to the Panthers in the 36th
minute when the lead grew to 2-0
after Rebecca Beatty registered her
first goal off the game.
FIU looked to go into the half
with some sort of momentum and
they were able to do just that in
the 37th minute, as they responded
with a goal of their own in under
two minutes. Lyrik Fryer got the
rebound off a corner and found the
back of the net. The 49ers headed
into the half with a 2-1 lead, while
FIU knew they needed a strong

second half to keep their season
alive.
The Panthers momentum was
killed in the second half, as the
49ers parked the bus and milked
the clock most of the time. The
Panthers had nothing going for
them and their season hopes were
shattered in the 89th minute after
Martha Thomas recorded a goal to
make it a 3-1 Charlotte lead and a
minute later the season ended for
FIU.
Charlotte would wound up
ending their season with a final
overall record of 7-11-1 and 3-6-1

in conference USA.
FIU ended their regular season
8-11 overall and 4-6 in Conference
USA. The Panthers finished three
points shy of Western Kentucky,
who was able to secure the final
spot in the Conference USA
bracket. The loss was the Panthers
fourth straight of the season and it
led to the biggest losing streak of
the year too. FIU had a chance to
be a sleeper team in Conference
USA, but inconsistency would
create problems that couldn’t be
solved and the Panthers are already
looking forward to next season.

FOOTBALL

Panthers were No Show against their FAU rival
The 14th annual Don
Shula Bowl was nothing but a
Halloween nightmare for the
Panthers as they were routed
by their rivals the Florida
Atlantic University Owls with
the final score of 31-17. The
Panthers played completely
PETER HOLLAND
flat the entire game. It feels
JR.
like they left everything in
Miami and didn’t put much of a fight against
the Owls. While for the Owls, as soon as they
rushed onto the field, they looked like they were
the better team and played with a big chip on
their shoulders. Hey it is Homecoming for FAU,
it’s a rivalry game and they knew beating FIU
and shattering their chances of bowl eligibility
PETE’S PICKS

could be the highlight of their season.
The Panther’s offense was ineffective
the entire game. Starting quarterback Alex
McGough finished the game 19-27 for 196
yards, one touchdown and one interception. The
sophomore QB was pressured the entire game
by FAU’s beefed up front seven. McGough was
sacked seven times. Even worse, McGough was
getting sacked twice in a row in one series. Also
the offense was limited with their key starters
being out for Saturday’s game including their
starting tight end Jonnu Smith, who was out
with a knee injury. According to head coach
Ron Turner, Smith is day-to-day and might be
available for next week’s game against Charlotte
at home. Third string tight end Akil Dan-Fodio
( 4 recs. 71 yards), senior receiver Clinton

Taylor (7 rec. 69 yards), and back up receiver
Julian Williams (2 recs. 41 yards 1 T.D.) were
McGough’s only weapons he had to rely on.
Starting running back Alex Gardner was clearly
the best player on field as he recorded his first
100 yard game. He finished with a season high
20 carries for 105 yards.
Panther’s defense once again struggled
against the run as they gave up 229 rushing
yards. Three straight games the Panthers had
given over 200 rushing yards against opposing
teams. The Owls exploited their weakness by the
running the ball majority of the game and only
throwing short passes and screen passes. Owls’
freshman running back Trey Rodriguez finished
the game with 20 carries for 94 yards and two
touchdowns. He became MVP for the Don

Shula Bowl after the game.
The game ended when the Owls rushed on to
the field to get the trophy and the Panthers walked
with their head down with disappointment and
disgust. One of the FAU players took one of the
FIU helmets as if he was bounty hunter showing
his proof of victory and receiving the Don’t
Shula trophy as the bounty. He then later took a
picture of himself with the FIU helmet bout to be
thrown away in a trash can.
FIU at 4-5 (2-3 in C-USA), must now keep
their bowl hopes alive as they get ready for their
home game against the Charlotte 49ers. The
game will be on Saturday, Nov. 7 at noon.
sports@fiusm.com

Alexandra Mosquera Netzkarsch
BBC Managing Editor
alex.mosquera@fiusm.com
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Cosplay is not an excuse to use Blackface
DANIELLE ROLLINS
Contributing Writer
atthebay@fiusm.com

Everyone’s probably taking
down cobwebs and dismantling
haunted houses but costume
season is far from over. ‘Tis
the season to dress up like your
favorite Comic Book character
and head down to FIU’s annual
Comic Con event hosted at the
Biscayne Bay Campus.
This event is hosted by an
organization that, according to
its Eventbrite page, “promotes
the amazing world of comics
and superheroes at Florida
International University.” This
“amazing world” is definitely
something to get excited about.
A Comic Con is a great way
to see people come together
and express their creativity.
However, that unity and creative
spirit can unfortunately be
sullied by wearing blackface.
Blackface
in
cosplay
unfortunately seems to know no
bounds and frankly, it needs to

stop.
Many argue that blackface
and people in cosplay are two
separate actions from two
complete different times in
history and “things are different
now,” but are they? Let’s delve a
little into history.
Minstrel shows are an
American performance tradition
that began in the middle of the
19th century, from which the
practice of blackface originates.
At the beginning of this
performance tradition, mostly
Irish American men would cover
their faces in coal and mock
black people. They reduced
them to a handful of stereotypes.
Minstrel shows were wildly
popular. Eventually, more people
from various socioeconomic and
racial backgrounds participated.
To this day, the practice
of blackface is inextricably
linked to this theater form and
those harmful stereotypes that
continued to stain the fabric
of American performance and
popular culture.
Arguably,
minstrelsy
is

no longer a popular form of
entertainment. A slew of civil
rights work and legislative
strides have been made since
minstrel shows were relevant in
American entertainment.
However, there’s still a
startling trend vilifying of black
children, disregarding the lives
of black women and overall

Against
this
backdrop
of a racially tense society
trying desperately to pretend
everything is alright,
Slathering dark makeup on
for any costume is unnecessary
because
there
are
many
possibilities for dressing up
as a black character that don’t
involve blackface.

denying the humanity of black
people. This is running largely
unchecked by a nation that
seems more concerned about
sweeping our race issues under
the rug than cleaning them up.

Also, wearing blackface
sends the message that black
people are defined by their skin
color, which can be worn like a
mask or sweater.
Wearing
blackface
also

table,” said Neil Reisner, a
journalism professor, to Student
Media. “Classes will remain at
BBC as far as I know.”
Furton said that among
the goals of the committee
would be to determine how the
mergers would affect students’
performance and the metrics
by which the State Legislature
measures funding amounts to
schools in the state university
system.
According to Furton, other
goals include reducing the size
of administration, without doing
so for faculty and growing BBC
enrollment.
“If SJMC is a part of CARTA,
BBC would grow,” Furton said
to the senate. “And the College
of Education would also grow.”
Furton said that while he
was dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences, there was
the possibility of the College
of Education merging with the
College of Arts and Sciences.
However, the College of
Education declined.
Reisner, chair of the faculty
assembly, said that the merger
is a moving target because
the committee has yet to start
meeting.
“Certainly glad it’s not a
done deal,” Reisner said. “I’m
sure we’ll have very frank
discussions. Our preference
would be to be independent
because of what it gives. But as
the provost said, everything is
on the table.”
He said the meeting was was
just one of many times he heard

of SJMC merging with CARTA
and the provost has ensured
SJMC will grow and be stronger.
“He had brought it to the
steering committee the week
before and rumors have flown
around for months,” Reisner
said.
Reisner also asked about a
possible merger between the
Chapman School of Hospitality
& Tourism Management and
the College of Business, which
Furton said is no longer being
considered for the moment.
David
Park,
associate
professor in advertising and
public relations, mentioned a
few things during the meeting.
This includes the heavier course

loads SJMC professors have,
their fewer resources to conduct
research and their lower salaries.
Park’s issues remain to
be discussed, Reisner said to
Student Media.
A 2009 Chronicle of Higher
Education
article,
called
“What Happens When Entire
Departments Get the Ax,”
described
what
University
administrators
did
to
departments to save money.
“As colleges and universities
struggle through the nation’s
economic downturn, most are
trying to preserve both academic
programs and tenured faculty
jobs. When it comes to saving
money, universities are laying

Many argue that blackface and people in cosplay are
two separate actions from two complete different times in
history and “things are different now,” but are they?

suggests that black people aren’t
equal to other races, but rather
harkens black people back to the
stereotypes of minstrelsy. These
stereotypes have also shaped the
American consciousness about
black people and this needs to
come to an end.
FIU’s Comic Con welcomes
creativity and it is a great
opportunity to dress up as
your favorite character or pay
homage to comics that have had
a huge impact on your life.
However, please show some
sensitivity and empathy by not
incorporating blackface into
your costume. Do not reduce a
character to his or her skin tone
and don’t perpetuate the harmful
stereotypes associated with
blackface. A little respect can go
a long way.
FIU’s Comic Con will be
held on Thursday, Nov. 19, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Panther
Square.

Provost announces possible academic mergers
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Four academic units could
be reduced to two by next year,
pending a recommendation from
University Provost Kenneth
Furton.
Furton, the executive vice
president of academic affairs,
said at the most recent Faculty
Senate
meeting
that
the
Colleges of Arts & Sciences
and College of Education could
merge, and so could College of
Architecture + the Arts with the
School of Journalism & Mass
Communication.
Although
University
administrators have yet to make a
decision, Furton did announce at
the Oct. 27 meeting that he would
form an integration feasibility
committee made up of faculty
based on recommendations from
their peers.
Furton said that over the
next year, he will make a
recommendation to University
President Mark B. Rosenberg.
Furton said the names,
structure and constitutions of
the colleges would change.
“This is not just adding an
appendage; there would be
a discussion of what a true
integration would look like.”
However, Furton did not say
during the meeting whether
SJMC classes, taught at the
Biscayne Bay Campus, could
move to the Modesto A.
Maidique Campus.
“I don’t think that’s on the

off staff members, freezing
future faculty hiring, imposing
furloughs
and
trimming
operating expenses. Some are
merging academic departments,
but few are eliminating them
outright.”
The University resumed
offering broadcast journalism
as a track for SJMC students in
fall 2013 after cutting it in 2008
because of budget cuts.
Raul Reis, dean of SJMC,
declined to comment to Student
Media and Joann Brown, chair
of the Communication Arts
department within CARTA, was
unavailable for comment as of
press time.
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